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We are proud to announce the first edition of the OFF-Biennale Budapest. With more than 150 

participating artists and curators realizing more than 160 projects in more than 130 venues in and 

beyond Budapest, the OFF-Biennale is conceived to act as a game-changer in the cultural sector of 

Hungary. 

This grassroots initiative brings together a wide platform of artists, collectives, curators, gallerists, art 

collectors and other stakeholders locally and from abroad, who set the goal to establish a base for a 

sustainable, independent art scene in Hungary. Organized without any institutional backing, the 

OFF-Biennale Budapest does not use any local state funds, stays away from state-run art venues and 

relies on pro bono professional work. 

 

In the absence of any significant private and corporate support for contemporary art, the state's 

funding and infrastructure have had a decisive, almost exclusive power over the local art scene. This 

influence, when centralized and abused for the sake of a political agenda, becomes a restrictive, 

debilitating force in a weak civil society. In order to reduce dependence, the scene needs total 

realignment, new partnerships and new methods of operation. 

 

Initiated by curator Hajnalka Somogyi at the end of 2013 and conceived by a small group of 

internationally active art professionals, the growing network behind OFF seeks methods to support 

diversity and sustainability. The curatorial board made calls for complete, self-organizing projects and 

it makes the final selection; this decentralized model, which presents dozens of curatorial and more 

than 100 artistic positions side by side, was developed in response to local circumstances, problems 

and needs. It aims to strengthen local stakeholders through synchronized action, a concerted 

communication and fundraising campaign, educational programs, and, last but not least, by forging 

and fortifying international connections that are the sine qua non of this process.  

 

Thematic focus 

A non-exclusive but recurring motif in the program of the OFF-Biennale Budapest is to explore the 

ways in which art contributes to the development of civil society. Through de- and re-constructing 

routine ways of thinking, questioning the many flawed consensuses that drive our micropolitics and 

underlie government policies, and by drawing attention to social issues, art has shown its ability to 

play an important role in promoting change. The OFF-Biennale Budapest thus puts an emphasis on 

artistic positions, mostly from the region known as Central-Eastern Europe, that intend to develop an 

engaged relationship with the audience, while working with very limited material means: ready-
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made elements, a do-it-yourself attitude, cheap materials; and by using their imagination, their 

thoughts, their bodies. 

 

 

 

Why OFF? 

‘OFF’ stands for similar values and qualities as in the case of Off-Broadway. It is not ‘anti-‘, i,e. it is 

not aimed against anyone or anything. It simply diverts from the mainstream, from solidified 

routines, and ventures to find its own path, establishing its own form of operation. It finds its own 

drivers, resources and locations. It may be smaller, more spontaneous and have a tighter budget, but 

it makes no compromises in quality, and is less constrained by unchallengeable protocols. In other 

words, going off does not mean turning off. Quite the contrary: it means the start of something 

different. 

Instead of fast-changing prepositions – “post”, “anti”, “neo”, “trans”, and “sub” – that suggest an 
implacable movement forward, against and beyond, and try desperately to be “in”, I propose to go 
“off”: “Off” as in “off quilter”, “off Broadway, “off the path,” or “way off”, “off-brand”, “off the wall”, 
and occasionally, “off-color.” – wrote Svetlana Boym, whose Off-Modern theory served as inspiration 

for naming the project. 

 

Curatorial team of the OFF-Biennale Budapest: 

Nikolett Erőss, Anna Juhász, Hajnalka Somogyi, Tijana Stepanović, Borbála Szalai, Katalin Székely, 

János Szoboszlai 

Core idea: Hajnalka Somogyi 

 

Main supporters: EEA/Norway NGO Fund, Open Society Initiative for Europe, Erste Stiftung  

OFFice: Henszlmann Imre utca 9., 1053 Budapest 

 


